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CHAPTER XIX.

(Cmeyt (nvupned |

Loot.

EFORE thom stretched &
broad aisle lned on slther
side with soldlery, and an |
looked there entared this

algle at the far end of the hall the
head of a proceasion which advanced
te the foot of the throne,

Firat there marched four ofMcers of
the Jeddak's Guard, bearing & huge
salver, on which reposed upon & cush-
lon of scarlet siik a great golden chain
with a collar and padlock at sach end.

Directly behind thess officers came
four others, carrying a similar salver,
which supported the magnificent or-
namenta of 4 prince and princess of
the relgning houss of Zodings.

At tha foot of tha thrones Lhess two
parties separated and halted, facing
each other at opposite aldes of the
nisle. Then came more dignitaries
and the oMoers of the nulace and of
the army, and Anally two Agures an-
tirely muffled in scarlel silk, so that
not 4 feature of elthor was discern.
1ble,

These two stopped at the fool of the
throne. fucing Than Koais. When the
halanee of the procession had entered
and anmimed their atutions Than Ko-
ais addressed the couple before hum,

I could not hear his words, but
presently two offloeras advanced and
removed Lhe acarley robe from onc of
the fgures, und I saw thut Kantos
Kan had failed in hin miasion, for it
was Rab Than, Prince of Zodanka,
who stood revealed before me.

Than Kosis now took one set of or-
naments (rom one of the salvers and
placed them wupon Hab Than, then
clasped one of e collars of gold
abhout his neck and sprung the pad-
iwin fanly

Aftar n faw mote words addresssd
to Sab Than he turncd to the other
figure, from which the officers now
removed the snshrouding silks, dis.
closing 1o my now compreliending
view Dejah  Thoris, Princess of
Hellum.

The objsct of the ceramony Was
elear to me; In another moment Dejai
Thoris would be joined farsver Lo the
Prince of Zodanga

It was an Impressive and beautiful
geremony, [ presume; but to me it
weomod the most flandish sight | had
ever witnessed, and as the ornamants
wera adjusted upon her beautiful
figure and the collar of gold swung
open in the hands of Than Kosis I
ralsed my long-sword abova mny head,
and with the heavy hilt I sbhattered
the giass of the great window and
aprang into the midst of the aston-
lnhed assemblage.

With a bound I was on tha stepa of
the platform hesids Than Kosls, and
as B0 atood riveted with surprise 1
brought my long-saword down upon
the golden chain that would have
pound Dejah Thoris to anolhar,

In an instant all was confusion

A thousand drawn swords menaced
me from every quartar, and Bab
Than sprang upon me with a jewalad
dagger bhe had drawn from his nuptial

ornaments.

I oould have killed him as sasily
(TR ta fAy; but the age-old cus-
tom of stuyed my bhand, and,
grasping hin wrist a8 the dagger
flew toward my heart, [ held him as
t in & vise and with my long-
ampﬂnud to the far end of the

lll.ll- has fallem:” [ cried
“Look!"

All syes turmed in the direotion |
had indicated, and there. forging
through the portals of the entrance-
way, rode Tars T and his fAfty
warriors on thelr great thoata

A cry of alarm and amasement
broke the asssmblage: but no
word of fear, and In a moment the
woldieras and poblea of Zodanga were
hurling themselves upon the advanc-

ing Th S

'rw' e Sab Than headlong from
the plgtform, I drew Dejan Thoris 1o
my side. Than Kosls had pushed his
consort through & narrow doorway
behind the room, and now he stood
facing me with drawn long-sword. In
an instant we Ware d, and I
found the Jeddak of Zodanga no mean

“Mt.‘::%'lrclﬂ upon tha broad plat-
form 1 “:kd..h. ‘l:lnmh‘lﬂ‘: up‘ l::
! to is father; but, a
u.h':d his hand to strike, Dejab Tho-
ris sprang hefore him, and then my
sword found the spot made that Sab
Than Jeddak of Zodunga,

Am hin father rolled dead upon the
floor the new judddk tore himeelf from
Dejah Thorin's grasp, and again we
faced sach other. 1ie was soon joined
by & quartet of oficers, und with my
back against a golden throne 1 fought
onve again for Dejah Thorls. 1 wan
hatd pressed to defend mywsalf, and
yet not sivike down sSab Than, and,
wilh Nim, my last chiance to win the
woman [ loved

My blade was swinging with the
rupidity of lghining as | sought 10
pirry the thrusts and outs of my op-
punents, Twa 1 had disaroed and
nd was down, when seaveral more
rushed 1o the aid of thelr new ruler
wid o avense the desth of the old.

Ax they advanced there wora cries
of  “The  woman! Tha woman!
Sinike her down! 1t is her plot! Kill
her!  WKill her!"

Calling to Defal Thuris to get he-
Wipd e, | worked my way toward
the Jittle donrway hack of the throne;
ke the ofMcers resliged my Inten-
thons, wtil three of them sprang in
hehind e and blocked my chunces
for mulning o position where 1 could
have defended Dojub Thoris against
rmy of awordsmen,

an

e Tharke were having their
Bands tall in the centre of the room,
und | began to reallze that nothing

shopl of & mirugle could save Twiah
Thetle wnd myself. when [ saw Tars
Tarkos surging thiroggh the crowd of
mvemies thut swarmed about Tiim.
With sna wwing of hin mighly lone
aweid Nie luid & dozen corpaes at him

and so be & pathway
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pefore him untll in another moment
he wiood upon the platform besida
mo, dealing doath and destruction
right and loft,

The bruvery of (he Zodangans was
awednsplriug; not one anempied to
oscape, and when the fighting ceanod
It wae heonuse only Tharks remained
alive In the great linll other than
Defahh Thoris and myself,

Bab  Thun lay dead beaide his
futher, and the corpses of the flower
of Zodongan nobility and chivalry
.?wred tha floor of the bloody ahaim.
blen,

My first thetight when tha hattle
was over was for Kantosn Kan, and,
leaving Dwjali Thoria In charge of
Tars Tarkas, T took a dowen warriors
and hastened to tha dungeons ba-
neath the palace. The jallers had alt
Teft to join the fighters in the throne
room, a0 wa ssarched tha labyrinthine
prison withont opposition,

1 eallad Kantos Kan's name alond
In sach new ocorrldor and compart-
mant, and finally T wan rewarded by
hearing a fuint response, CGulded by
the sound, we soon found him in a
dark recess

He wans ovarjoved nt sealng me and
to know the meani'ng of tha fight,
falnt echoes of which had reached
hia prison ceall. e tald me that the
air patrol had captured him hefore
he reached the ligh tower of the
palace, so that bes had not seen
Sab Than.

Wa discoverad that #t would be fn.
tila to attempt to cut away ths bars
and chains which held bim prisaner,
50 At bis suggestion 1 returped to
scarch the bodies on the floor above
for keyx 10 open the padlocks of Yis
cell and of hin chaina, I-'nrtmutsly
among the first I axaminad I found
his jaller, and soon wa had Kantos
Kin with us In the throne room,

The wounds of heavy firing, mingled
with ahouts and erles, came to us
from the city's streets, and Tars
Tarkas hastened away teo direct the
fighting without.

Kantos Ian accompanied him to
ACt an gulde, the grean warriors ¢om-
menced a thorough search of the pal.
aca Tor other Zodangans and for loot,
and Dejah Thorls and 1 were left |
alone.

Hha had sunk Into one of the golden
thrones, and as [ turned to her ahe
grested ma with & wan amile

“Was thers aver such a man? she
exclalmed. I know that Harsoom |
lis never bafors seen vour like. Cun |
It ba that all earthmen are an you?!
Alons, » stranger, huntad, threatane), |
nersecaryd, you have dona in a few |
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short months what In all the past
ages of Darscom no man has ever
done—joined togethar the wild hordes
of the sea-bottoms and brought tSom
fo fight na allles of a red Martian
people. ™

“The answer la eany, Dejah Thorls,'” |

I replied, smiling, “It was not 1 wha
:ll!l It, It was Jove—love Tor Dajah
Thoris—a power that wauld work
::::t:r miracles than this you have

A\ pretiy flush overspread bar faes, |

wnd shie answared:

"You may any that now, John (s
teriand I may liaten, for T am free

“And more still 1 have to may. o
It I8 agnin too late,” 1 peturped. |
have done many Arange things (n my
hfo, many things that wiser me
would not huve dared: but never In my
wildest funcies have 1 dreamed of
winning u Dejah Thoris for myselr
for never had 1 dreamed that in all
the universs dwelt such a WOmAan ns
the Princess of Hollum, That You sre
A princess does not abasl me, but
that you are in enough to mike mo
donbt my sanlty as | ank You. my
prinvess, to be mine*

“He doen not need to be ahpshed
who 80 woll knew the answer to his
plea before the plow were made” sho
replind, rising and placing hor doar
hands upon my shoulders: und so I
lﬂ?!ﬂ hor in myv arms and kissed her

Fhus in the midst of a city of wild
conflict, filled with the alarms of war
with death and destruction reaping
their terribie harvest round her. did
Dejah  Thoris, Princess of Hellum,
true daughter of Murs, the god of wor.
;_u.rornlno herself in marriage to John
Carter, gentleman of Virginia

e e——

CHAPTER XX.

Conguering Heroes.

OME time liter Tars Tirkas
and Kantos Kan returned
to report that Zodanga hal
been completely  reduced.

Her forces were entirely
destroyed or cuptured, und no further
resistance was to be oxpeoted from
within, Several battiealips had en-
caped, but there were thousands of
wir and wmerchant vessels unpder
guard of Thark warrlors,

The leaser hordes had commenced
looting and quarrslling wmong them-
nelves, 5o 1t was decided that we col-
lect what warriors we could, man as
many vesscls as possible with Zodan-
gan prigoners, and make for Hellum
without further Josms of timne

Pive hioura later wa salled fram the
roofa of the dock bulldings with o
firet of two hundred and fifty battle.
Khipw, carrying nearly one hundrod
thousand green wurriors, followed by
i Avet of tranwports laden with our
thoatn.

Behind us we left the stricken elty
In the flerce and brotal cliutehes of
some forty thousand green warriors
of the lepsor hardes, They weore loot.
Ing. murdering, and fighting among
themselves, In a hundred places they
had applied the toreh. and eolumne of
dense smoke were rising above the
vlity as though to bhlot ant from the
eye of heaven the horrid sighta he.
nendth,

In the middle of the afternoon wa
slghted the searle! and vellow towaers
of Helium, and o short tima later n
great fleat of Zodangan battloshipa
rone from the camus of the hesleg-
ers and wdvanced to mest us

Tha bunners of Hellum hud heen

wtrung from atem to stern of cach
of our mighiy oraft: hut the Zo-
fduneans did not nesd this sign to
realies that wa wers snamies, for
our Eresan martian  warrlors  had
opensad fira upon them almost  ns
they Isft the ground.

With thelr uncanny marksmanship
they raked the ancoming flest with
vallay after wvalley

The twin cities of Hellum, peroalv.
ng that we werse friends, sent out
hundrods of vessels to ald us. and
then hagan tha Arst real alr bhnttle
I hind aver witnassed

Tua vessels carrying

weare kopt

our [Ereen

above

/-f
\A_Nd
L7 /%
_ L /I
f )

EGGS

T

B

|
RIS
YOURSELF

f.....,h

N

tlhie contending flesis of Helium and
Zodinka, wincg their batieries ware
Wieless In the bhands of the Tharks
The rifte tire from them, however,
wian most #fective, and the final
omtcames  of the engugement was
strongly loflusnced, Il nut wholly de-
termined, by thelr pressnce,

At lirst the twa forces circled at
the same altitude, pouring broadside
afier bropdside Into each other,

I'resently a4 gredt hols was torn In
thie hull of one of the lmimense bate
He-ruft trom the Zodangun camp,

With o lurch sha turned complataly
over, the Jittle figures of her craw
piunEing,  turning and twisting to-

wird the ground a thousand fest ba-

low: then, with slckening velocity,
Whs  tors after them, almost caom-
pietely burying herself in the soft

loam of the ancient sen-bottom

A wild ery of sxultation rose from
the Heliumite squadron, and with re.
doubled ferceity they fell upon ‘he
Zodangan fleet.

By a pretty munoeuvre 'wo of the
vessels of Hellum galned a position
ahove thelr adversuries, from which
*hey poured upon them from their
lecl-bomb  batteries o perfect tor
rent of exploding Bonih

Then, one by one, the baitleships of
Hellum succesded in rising above the
Zodnngans, and o a short time a
number of the beleaguering battle.
ships were drifting, liopeless wrecks,
toward the high scariet tower of
greater Hellum,. Soveral othera at
temipted to epcans, Dl they wers
soon surrdunded by thousands of tiny
individual fyors, and above ooch
hung & monster battleship of Hellum
ready to drop bourding parties upon
thelr decks,

Within but Hitle more than an hour
from the moment the viclorious
squadron liad risen td mect us from
thae camp of the beslegers the battle
was over, and the remaining vessoly
of the conquerrd Zodangans were
headed toward the oltion of Hellum
under prige crews,

There was an  extremely pathetic
sida to the surrender of thess mighty
fAvers, the result of an uge<old cus-
tom which demanded it surrender
should be signalized by the valune
tury plunging to eamn «f the com-
mander of tha wvanguished vessel,
One after another the brave fellows,
helding their colors high nbove thelr
headn, leaped from the towering hows

of their mighty craft to an awful
death,
Not until tha comander of the en-

tire fleet took the fearful plunge, thus
indieatine the surrender of ths remain-
ing vesals, did the fighting conss and
1hn yseless suorifies of brivea men
We now signalied the Augebip of
Hellwi's navy to approgch. und when
she wis within halling distance |
enlled o that wo hid tha Prineesas
Dejah Thoria on baard, and that wp
wikhed Lo tranafor her to the fUgship
that she milght be taken immodiately
to the olty.
A the full
ment bors

mport of My annpouncs-
i noAlen 4 BYeat ¢ry
rose from | ks of the Nag-ship,
and a moment [ater the colors of the
Prinecess of Helium broke from s bhun
drwd poimts upon her Upp workns

When  the othier  vesssls the
sgundron catght the menning of the
slgnals Nashod them they took up the
wild aeciaim and unfuried her colars
In the gloumilng sunlight

Tho Nag-alip bure down upon us,
and ns she swung eracefully to and
touched our side o Aogen officers
aprnng upon hot decks. A& thair
tonkshed gaen foll upon the hundreds
of green wWasrlups, who Low uaine
forthh from the tighting shelters, Loy
stopped, aghast; but at sight of Kan.

of

1]

tos Kan, who ndvanced to mestl them,
they came forward, crowding about
him

Dejah Thoris and 1 then Advanced,
and they had no eves for other than
she,

She recelved them gracefully, call-
Ing each by name, for they wers men
high In the estesm and serviee of her
grandfuther, und she knew them well,

“Lay your hands upon the shoulder

af John Carter” she sd to them,
turning toward e, e mnan 1o
whom Hellum owes her princess an
well us her victory to-day.™

Yaou owe yvour thanks mors to an-
other min than to me,” | said, “and
hers ho ix. Moot one of Harsoom's
greatent soldiers and statesmen, Tars
Turkas, Jeddak of Thark”

Dojuty Thoris went ghoard the flag-
shilp, and was much put out that
waould not fallow; but, as I explained
to her. the battle was bul partly won:
we #till had the Jand forces of the
besleging Zodangans 1o nocount for,
and | would not lvave Tars Tarkas
until that had been accomplished,

As Hoon Wy the Just thoat wis un-
londed, Taprs Tarkss guve the com-
mand to advanee, and in three parties
wo erapt upon the Zodangan camp—
from the north, the south and the east,

About a mile from the Iniin camp
wo encounterad thelr outposts and, an
had heen prearranged, accepted this
as the siganl to charge. With wild,
ferncious crfes and amid tha nasty
sguenling of battle.enriukesd thonts wae
hore dawn upon the Zodangans

We did not oateh them napping.
but found a well-intronchied  battle
line confrontine us. 'Ulme after time

we wera repulsed untll, *oward noon,
T began to fonr for the bittle,

The Zodangans numbered noarly
a mdillon fighting men gathered from
pole to e, wheresar stretohied thelr
ribhonlike woterwass. whila plttad
agoainst them wore less than o hun.
drad thousand green woarriors. The
forces from Hellum had not arrived,
nor could wa recelve any word from
them

Just 4t noon wa hoarnd heavy firing
all along the line hotweon the Zodan-
gans and the clties, wod we knew
then that our much-noeded relnforce-
ments had come

Agnin  Tars Tarkas ordered the
charge, and once more ths mighty
thoats bore thelr terribla  riders
aguinst the rampart of Lthe enemy
At the same moment *he battie llne
of Hellum surged cver the opposita
hraasiworks of the Zodungons, and

in another moment they wern belng
crushied as betwesn two millstonas,
Nohly they fought, but in valn,

Tha plaln befora the city baoams a
Khiambles era the jast Zodangan sur-
renderad: hul finolly tha CArnge
ceanml, the prisoncrs wers marchad
baok to Helium, and wa entered the
groater city's gates, & hues triumphal
procession of congluering innoss

Thut my | to Dajah
Thoris had hbecomes K yn ta the
Hellumites was  ovidenosd by the

lond erying of my nume, and by the

loads of arnaments that weras fastened
upon me and my huge thoal as we
passed up the avenuss to tha palace.

As we appropched this magnlilosnt
plla wa wers met by a party of oM.
cars, who grooted us warmly aud re-
quested that Tura Tarkas and his
jeds, with the jeddaks and jeds of
his wild allies, together with myself,
dismount and accompany them to re.
eelve from Tardos Mors an expres-
slon of his gratituda for our sarvions.

At the top of the great stops, lead-
ing up to the maln portals of the
palace, stood the royal party, and as
we reached the lower staps ones of
thelr numbear descendead to meet un

He was an almost perfeot apecimen
of manhood tull, mtraight as an ar-
row, superhly muscied, and with the
carrioge and bearing of a ruler of
men

T did not nead to be told that ha
wus Tardos Mors, Teddak of Flslium.

The first member of our party he
mat was Tara Tarkas, and his first
words sealed forever the new friand-
ahip betwasn the races

“That Turdos Mors,” be sald earn-
estly, "may meet the greatest living
warrior of Hursoom Ia 0 priceless
honor, but that he may lay his hand
on the shoulder of a friend and ally
s a far greater hoon '

"Jeddak of Helium," returnsd Tars
Tarkas, “it hus remained for a man
of another world to teach the green
warriors of Barsoom thoe meaning of
friendship, To him we owe the fact
thut the hordea of Thark can under.
stund vou, that they cun appreciats
and reciprocate the sontiments you so
grocloualy cxpross '

T Mors then grested each of
the green jeddaks and Jeds, and to
each spoke words of friendship and
appreciation

An ho approached me he laid both
hands upon my shoulders,

“Walocome, my son' he sa'd, “that
you ars granted gludly and without
one word of oppotion the most prec-
fous fewel in wll Helium—yes, on all
Barsoom-—la sutficdent earnest of my
esteom ™

Wa were then presented to Mors
Kajak, Jud of leaser Hellum and father
of Dejah Thorla. He had followed
closs behind Turdos More and menmed
oven maore affectsd by the mecting
than had his father,

CHAPTER XXI.

“The Light Flickers'’ —
OR ten days the hordes of
Thurk and their wild allles
wern feantod wnd enter-
tuined; and then, loaded
with contly presents and es-
corted by ten thousand soldlera of
Hollum, communded by Mors Kajuk,
they stirted an the return journey 12
thelr nwn lunds,

The Jed of lesser Helium, with a
minnll party of noblew, nccompan.ed
them wll the way to Thark to cemant
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more clogely the new bonds of peace
and friendship,

Saln alwo accompinied Tars Turkas,
her futher, who hofore all his chief-
talna had acknowledged her ua his
duughter

Threo weeks later Mors Kojak and
his oMoers, accompanied by Tars Tar-
kns and Hols, relurned upon a battis-
alilp that had been dispatehed to
Thark to fetch them in time for the
cersmony which made Dejah Thorls
and Johin Carter one,

For nine yeurs 1 sarved In the
councils and fought In the armies of
Hellum us a prince of the houss of
Tardos Mors. The people sesmed
never to tire of beaping honors upon
me, 4nd no day passed that did oot
bring some new proof of thelr love
for my princess, the
1'njnh Thoris.

In & golden incubator upon the roof
of out palace liy 4 snow-white egg.
for nearly five years ten soldlers of
the Jeddak's Guards bhad constantly
stood over i, and not & day passed
when 1 was in the city that Dejah
Thorls and | Jdil not stund band in
band befors our little shrine planning
for the future, whem the dellcate
whell should break

Vivid o iy memory is the pleture
of the lust night 4s we sat thers,
talking In Jow tonies of the sirans
romatce which bad woven our liv
together, and of this new  wonder
which wis oming to saugment our
bappinsas and round out pur hopes
and asplrations

In the distunce we saw ths bright
white light of an spproaching air-
ship, but wo attached no special slg-
pificance to so common & slght,

Like & bojt of llghtning it raced to-
ward Eellum until ite very speod be-
spoke the unisual

Flaating the siknals which pro-
clalmad 1t & desputoh-benior for the
Jeddalk, v vircled Impatiently, awalt-
ik the turdy petrol-bont whioh must
eonvoy It to the palace docks.

Yan minu'oh after it touchad at the
pulace s miaunge callad me to the
council chamber, which I found All-
ing with the mombers of that body.

On Lhe ralssd platform of the throns
was Tardos Mors, pacing bLack and

torth with tense-idrawn face, When

wll wore in thelr seats he turnod

towurd us, "
“This morning” Mhe sald, “word

reached the several govaerianenta of
Barsoom that the kespear of the @t
moaphers plant had made no wire
leas repor for two days. nor hod
almont ceanrless calls upon him from
a Beore or capitals elicited & slgn of

ros oG e

“*T'he dmbiasadora of the other ni-
tona askod un to tdko the matter in
Band gind hasten the assintant Keoper
to Lhe wnt All da W thousand
crulmers have been marohing fur bilm,
until but Jusl now ane of them e
turns, hiaring his dead body, which
waoas found In the pits bonoath hWs
house horribly mmutileted by sothe
CLLT P

oo pot need Lo il you what this
means L Harsooen It would Wik
months 1o peane! et (L TIET mighty

wallg: In fact, the work hos alrepdy
commenced, and theres would be little
tn fear wore the sngine of tha pump-
ing plant o fun an It should wnd s
thoy wll hiuve for hundreds of yisars;
but tha worst. we fear, haw happenod

he justrutnetts show o rapidly
decruasiig il INessule o 4l padils

of Barsoe hum
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Sir Artbur Conan Doyle

“The Ureat Shadow' Is a Romance of the

Be cn (be Lookoul for the First Instalment
in Monday's Evening World, Jan. 10

and of a Qirl’s Love

he concluded, “we

"

"My geatiomen '
have 4l bBest thive days to live

Thero wins alisolute sllonce for sov.
eral munaies and then a young nolls
rowe, wtd, with his deawn sword beld
lgh above his head addressed Tar-
dos Mors:

“The men of Hellum have prided
¢ Lhomiwolves  ihat  Lhey have ever
jahown Barsoom how a fation of red
meft should live] now in our wppar-
|Il|mt}' o show them how Lhey should
1ot us go wboul our Jdulhes ks
Jthoumgh i thonsanil useful years still
"lny before un”

The chumber rang wilh applause,
and, as thers Was polhing belier v
Yo than to allay tie foars of the
prople by our vsample, we went our
Cways with smiles upon our ficss and
gorrow gnawing at our hoarts.

When | roturned to my palaca |
ifound that the rumor already had
peoned Dejah ‘Thoris so 1 10ld bor all
et 1 had hoard,

“Wea have been very hinppy. John
Carter,” whe sald, “and | thank whit-
aver fate overtukes us that it per-
mite ua to dis togother™

The next twa days brought no no-
ticeable change in the supply of air,
but on the morning of the third day
brea‘hing  became difMicult at the
Meher liutudr‘lnf the rooftops, The
avenues ahd plzas of Hellum wers
tlled with people. Al business had
vensed, For the moat part the people
looked bravely into the face of thoir
| unnitorable doom, Here and there,
however, women wapt quietly.

Toward the middle of the day many
of *he wonker commenced o suc-
oumb, and within an hour the prople
of Barsoom were sinking by thou-
annds inte the unconsclonsness which
precedes death by asphivxiation,

Dejah Thoris and 1, with the other
metbern of Ui oyl family, had col-
lected in o sunken gardon within an
linner courtyard of the palice, Wa
converned in low tones, whon we con-
vorsed at all, us the awe of the grim
shudow of death crépt over us,

The little incubatoer had been
brought from the roof of our palace
nt the request of Dejah Thorls, and
she sal gazing hm%lnl'ly upon the un-
known little life that now she would
never know,

An It wan becoming perceptibly Aif-

ydle

floult to breathe, Tardoa Mors arose,
mAYINK:
“Let um bld eneh other farewsll.

The duys of the greatness of Barsoom
are over. To-morrow's sun will logk
down upon o dead world which
through all eternity must go swing-
ing through the heavens, peopled not
even by memories. Tt is the and.™

He stooped and Wisssd the women
nf his family, and lald his strong
hand upon the shoulders of the men.

Ax T turned sadly from him my ayes
fell upon Dejnh Thoris. ¥er head
was drooplng upon her hreast: o all
appearances she wan lifeless. With a
cry | uprang to her and ralsed her In
my armes

iinr eyen apened and
mine

“Kisa s, John Carter,” she mur
mured  “Ulove you! T love you! Tt
I erunl that wa must be tarn apart
who were just starting upon a lifa of
tove and happiness '

As | pressed her dear lipa to mine
e old  feeling of unconquarahle
power anid authorlty rone in me. The
flehting blood of Vieginia sprang to

lnoked Into

1i'a In my velns

Sr oanall not he, my princess,” 1
erted  Phaera I8, thers must be some
wiy, and John Carter, who has
fough! his wav through a sirange

world for love of you, will find it.*

With my words there crept ahove
the thrashold of my conscious mind
w weries of nina long forgotten sounds,
Ldke a fash of Hghining in the dark-
nesw, their full purport dawned upon
mn-the Key to tha three great doors
of thy atmosphere plant!

Turning  suddenly toward Tardes
Murs, as 1 still clasped my dying love
to my Lreast, | orisd:

“A fiyer, Jodduk'! Quick! Order your
swiftost filer to the palace top, | can
save Barsoom yet'

Hae did not walt to question, hut in
an instant & guard was racing to the
nenreat dock, and, though the alr was
thin and almost gone at the roof top,
they maraged to launoh the fastest
one-man @lr scout machine that Bar-
soon had ever produced

Kinsing Dajah Thorls & doren times,
1 bounded with my old agility and
strength to the high ramparts of the
palace, and in another moment | wins
beaded toward the goal of the hopes
of all Barsouin

I had to iy low to get sufMclont alr
to breoathe; but I took a straight
course across an old sea-bottom, wnd
a0 lind to rise only 4 faw fect above
tha ground

I teaveied with awful velocity, for
my errund wan g orace against time
with death

The face of Dejuh ‘Thoris hung ul-

ways berfare me, As [ turned for a
last ook am T left the punince garden,
I had seen her stageer and sink wpon
the ground beaids ths littls Incubiator,
That ahe had dropped inte the last
coma which would end In denth, It
the alr supply remalned unropleis
ished, I well knew,; and so, throwing
dution to the winds, | flung over-
board evarything buat sngins and com-
pass, svoen Lo my ornaments, and Jy-
ing on my foce along the deck with
onn hand on the steering wheel and
the ollior pushing the speedievear to
1ta lost notel, | split the thin alr of
dylng Mars with the speed of a
melane

An hotir befora dark the great walis
of the atmosphere plant loomed suid-
tenly before me, and with a sickeaing
thud | plunged ww the ground before
the small door whioli was witiiholding
tun spark of life from the Inhabitants
of an entire plianot

Heglde the door 4 gront oraw of men
had been lAboring to plores ti.e wall;
Wit they had scarcely weratched the
flinthike surfacre, and now most of
them oy i the laal slesp, from which
not even alr would awake them.

Conditloxa sevmed much worse here
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taan at Melium, and it was with 4if-
cilty that 1 breathed at all 'I'I-‘
were few men still consclious, and t
onn of thess 1 spoke, ;

“If 1 can open thess doors is thera
Aoman who can start the en
1 naked

“I can” ha rapliad, It you epan
auickly. | can last but a few mos
monts mors,  Hut it s useless; they
nre bath dead, and no one elae upon
Hurnvom koew the secret of thess
awlinl locks, For three days men
croaed with fear have surged about
thia portal in vain atiempis to solve
s mystary

I had no time to talk, 1| was be-
coming very wink and it was with
-llﬂ‘ili:lll_\' that I controlled my mind
at all

Put with a final effort, as | sank
woakly to my knees, | hurled the nine
thought-waves at that awful thin
before me. The Martian had cra
to my side, and with staring eyes
fixed on the panel before us we walt-
el In the milarn~ of death,

Slowly the mighty door reosded be-
fore us. | attempted to rloe and fol-
Tow (1, but | wus too weak, .

“After i 1 eried to my companion,

and If you reach the pump room
turn looses all the pumpn. It ls the
only chancea Barsoom has to exist
tosmorrow **

From whera | lny 1 opened the see-
ond door, and then the third, and an
1 saw the hope of Barsoom crawling
weakly on hands and knees throush
the last doorwav | sank unconscious
upon the ground.

CHAPTER XXII.
*—~and Goes Out.”

I felt myself over from head to foot.
and from head to foot T was clothed,
though when 1 fell unconsdous
the littls doorway 1 had heen naked.
Before me was a small patoh of moeon-

they came in contact with pocketa
and in one of these pockets I found.a
small paresl of matches wrapped
carefully In olled paper.

One of thess matches I airuck, and
its dun fame lghted up whet appaared
to be & huge cave, toward the back
of which 1 discoversd a strangs sl
figure huddied over & tiny bench,

As | upproached it I saw it was the
dead and mummified remaine of a lit-
tle old woman with long black "
and the thing it leaned over a
snull charooal burner upon which
rested a round copper vessel contain-
Ing & small quantity of greenish pow-
der,

Bebind her, depending from the l'ul
upvn rawhide thonge, and »
wntirely across the cave, was a row

human wkeletons. From the

which held them stretehed another 1o
the dead hand of the little od o
As 1 touched the cord the

sWhng to the motion with & nolse as
of the rushing of dry leaves,

It was 4 most tesque and hor
rible tabloau, and ﬁutom out into
the fresh air, glad (o escape from wo
Erussome @ place,

The sight that met my eyes 1
stepped out upon & small J
ran befors the entrance of the
filled mo with consternation,

A now heaven and a new landscaps
met my gasze

The silvered mouniains in the dise
tance, the almost statlonary moon
hunging in the sky, the oacti-stad-
ded  valley below me, were got of
Mlu.

could scarcely beliove
but the truth slowly ml'&v ﬂ:!
upon me—I1 wus looking upon Arisona
from the sume ledge from which ten
yours before 1 had gazed with fomg-
lng upon Mars.

Burying my head in my arme, [
turned, broken and sorrowful, dews
tha trail from the cave

Ahove me shone the red eye of
Mars holding her awful secret, forty-
eht milllon miles away.

Iyd rhe Murtian reach the pums-
toom? THd the vitalizing rays reach
the peopis of that distant planet is
lime to save them?

Was my Dejah Thoria alive, or did
har boautiful body lle cold in desth
bowide the tiny golden incubator in
the sunken gardan of the luner couri-
yvard of the palace of Tardos Mors,
the jeddak of Hellum "’

For ten years | have waited and
prayed for an anawer 1o my quess
tions. For ten vears | have w
atnd prayed 1o be taken back to the
world of my lost love, | would rather
lie dend beside hier there than Hve
uth eurth all those milllons of terrible
miles from her

The old mine, which 1T found une
touched, hus made me fabulously
wealthy, bur what care 1 for wealth!

As | sit liets to-night in my little
study overiooking the Hudson, just
twenty Nears have elapsed sinos I
first opened my eyes upon Mars,

I can sve her shining in the aky
through the little window by my
denk, and to-night she scems calll
to me again as she has not coall
before sinee that long dead night,

I think | can sec, ncross that awful
Wbyss of space, a beautiful biacks
haired woman standing (n the garden
of w paluce, and at hor side s & little
hoy who puls his arm round har as
she points into the aky toward the
planst sarth

1 think | see them, und some'hing
tells me that [ shall soon Kaow,
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